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Quickdraw!

admin

March 9, 2011 at 1131 pm | £| Reply
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To Barang, or Not to Barang

Musings by Annettc Martin

That s the question I've been grappling with since we arrived over two weeks ago.
Barang is a Khmer (Cambodian) word meaning *French,”but generally used for
foreigner.” Although its roots are from the French colonial period, the term doesn’t
necessarily have a negative connotation today. Though it certainly does bring to mind
an ‘us vs them" distinction

It would be naive to hope that we could move to Cambodia and assimilate with the

locals with case. We're inheriting the stercotypes already established by the large and

thriving community of expats and backpackers. Distancing myself from the American
fourist cliché (oud: wastefl, uninformed. ct. i aprioity resar

In his Tips for newly arrive ings. a Phnom Pcuh artist jokes about how predict-

able many forcxg\cns are:

I can't say 1 like my options in cither track!
Our diplomat neighbor told us we would enjoy living in Cambodia because “it's an
casy life.” While innocuous, his comment made me super uncomfortable. How do I
reconcile having an casy lifé with the absolute poverty I'm confronted with overy day
here? My guil complex has seriously kicked in lately
Although I don't want to be contained within the expat bubble, T can’t deny that I will
bein the ‘them” category to a certain degree. Rent for expat housing is ridiculously in-
flated. Prices for luxury items (avocados from Vietnam, imported cheescs, Nutella) at
specialy stores are unaffordable for many Cambodians. Help with cleaning, laundry,
cooking, and driving is pretty standard.
Reconciling my uncertainty about how “to be” here, I've decided to try to straddle both
worlds as best | can. I will permit mysclf to enjoy the beauiful home 1 live in. T will
schedule regular massages and indulge in foie gras and champagne without guilt. But
1 will also frequent the roadside markets and restos, actively listen to and learn from
the Khmer poole I meet, and above al, pprosch my e and work exerieces ith
al
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